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4.eye 
5. cheek 
6. position for hat 
7.tack down hat and hat details 

4. placement for hat 
5. zigzag around hat, hat detail 
6. placement for bow 
7. zigzag around bow, bow detail 
8. green (leaves) 
9. deep rose (flower) 
10. orange (bill) 
11. black (eyes) 

 
The finished product: 

 
 

 
The finished product: 

 
 
Replacing a stitch area with appliqué: 
 
You may have a design with one or more large areas of stitching.  Or, you may increase the 
size of a design creating one or more large areas of stitching.  In order to keep the embroidery 
soft, avoid increased hours of stitching ands save yards of thread you want to change one or 
more stitch objects to appliqué.  You’ll need software that will allow you to delete parts of a 
design and add zigzag or blanket stitches.  

  

 

Choose a design with an 
obvious area for stitch 
replacement 

DELETE any and all stitches 
that will be replaced with 
fabric. 

DRAW a running stitch outline 
around the appliqué area. 
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Duplicate your running stitch outline and change it to either a zigzag or blanket motif stitch. 
Correct your stitch order.  This may require some thought, so take your time.  Here are two 
ways the hot air balloon could be converted to an appliqué design.  You’ll see that the stitch 
order is different for each one. 
 

  

  
 
To make an appliqué cuts file, delete every element of the designs except the running stitch 
outline you created to delineate the appliqué area.  Change the color to black.  Save the file. 
 
 
If you digitize your own designs you won’t have any trouble creating appliqué designs. Just 
keep in mind the 3 basic elements of every appliqué design. If you are going to use a zigzag 
tack down, be sure that the zigzag or satin stitch lies 65% inside the appliqué and only 35% 
outside. This will insure complete coverage of the raw edges of the appliqué fabric. 

 
 
 
 
Appliqué is a lot of fun, especially appropriate on background fabrics such as corduroy and 
terrycloth and it’s a time and thread saver.  Give it a try!  
 
 
 
 


